CHRISTIAN MISSIONS-           267
their caste required Anant Singh met with an accident which imperilled his life. When in hospital and surrounded by Christian kindness and care, he thought out the great question of his relations with God, and decided to take his stand as a Chnstian After he left hospital he applied for baptism and was received into the Church
About this time I knew a young native who went to read the Scuptures every Sunday with a young Government officer. They talked over what they read, and the observations made and difficulties raised by the Indian, were often so frivolous and puerile as to lead his British friend to doubt his sincerity as an inquirer after truth. The young European officer fell ill and was sent home with the sentence of death passed on him by his medical advisers. He recovered, however, and went back to a very different part of the Province. Some years after he was present in the missionary church when his young Indian friend was publicly baptised
It appeared that the latter had continued privately to study the Scuptures in a remote district, to which he had been transfeired, far away from any missionary influence Absolutely discontented with Hinduism, he joined the Brahmo Somaj and became a Deist. This involved no separation from his people or his caste, for so long as a Hindu keeps himself from ceremonial impurity, he may believe what he likes Here, however, he found that he could not rest. The Christ became more to him than merely one of many teachers, and he accepted Him as Saviour and Master. Still, for about two years he saw no necessity for making any public confession of his faith, which would involve separation from his caste and all the beloved and sacred associations of his youth.
But the conviction grew stronger within him that this course involved disloyalty; and with the quiet courage which has distinguished so many Indian Christians, he determined to sacrifice all that was dearest to him rather than to be disloyal to what he believed to be the truth. He applied to the nearest missionary for baptism, and was received into the Church*